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The following interview is extracted from the February- March 1993 issue of Baragua!, a publication
of the National Network on Cuba (NNC). For subscription information, contact Baragua!; P.O. Box
21560, Washington, DC, 20009. The interview was conducted by Brian Adams and Nancy Schwalb
on January 13, 1993 at the Cuban Interests Section in Washington. The interview was conducted
in English. After joining Cuba's foreign service, Alfonso Fraga served in Yugoslavia, China, and
Poland. He served as Cuba's ambassador to Zimbabwe from 1984-1990. In 1990 he became Director
General for Europe at the Foreign Ministry. On Sept. 30, 1992, Fraga was appointed Chief of the
Cuban Interests Section in Washington, DC, Cuba's highest ranking diplomatic representative
to the US. Baragua!: Given the recent passage of the Torricelli Act with Clinton's support, what
do you expect from the new US administration? AF: Well, we don't expect anything. Of course, I
think it's time for the new administration to review the policy that has been a failure for these last
thirty years. It would be important for them, even in terms of the US's own national interests, not to
make the mistake of following old policies of hostility. This would be important for the future of the
relationship between the United States and the Cuban Revolution. While we know the difficulties
that the new administration would face in reassessing their relations with Cuba, they also have
chances that other administrations haven't had. This is a new world with new conditions. And
without being too optimistic, we feel that it is time that the US government at least review its policy
toward Cuba. As we have said on many occasions, we are prepared as always to sit and discuss
the differences in the Cuban-US relationship on the basis of respect for our independence, our
sovereignty, and non-interference in our internal affairs. We have no preconceived agenda. We will
sit and discuss everything. That's our position. Perhaps it's not so easy for this new administration
to take steps toward normalization. But we have patience. We have been patient during these last
thirty years and if it is not this administration, others will come. Baragua!: You've survived eight
administrations since Eisenhower. AF: Yes. As I told you, we don't expect anything, but after thirty
years of a failed policy, I think the US has to review its policy according more to your own interests,
your national interests, and not to the interests of a minority in this country who have been pushing
aggressions and hostility against our country. Baragua!: There seems to be some change in the
Cuban-American community. More and more are speaking out against the blockade and saying
that Jorge Mas Canosa [president of the Cuban American National Foundation, CANF] doesn't
speak for them. AF: A large part of the Cuban community is for the family, for communication,
and that's important. We feel that a normalization of US-Cuban relations would be good for this
large part of the community. There could be travel, easier communications. Baragua!: What is
the present status of telephone communications between the US and Cuba? AF: Well, we don't
have any direct communication for the time being. Our position concerning this is quite clear.
There is more than US$80 million in a so-called frozen account that is owed Cuba for previous
telephone service. We feel that they have to release that amount and we have to negotiate a fair
agreement for communication between our two countries to resume. Baragua!: The Torricelli Act
claims it wants to establish better communications though it actually does the opposite. AF: Well,
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we have to look at what this Torricelli Act really wants. What they want first of all is to destroy
our government, to destroy our Revolution. They look at the issue of communications as a way to
destroy our government, as a way to create subversion inside our country. That's the reality. The
Torricelli Act has become one of the biggest stumbling blocks to any possibility of normalization
of relations between Cuba and the United States. This bill is criminal. If we are going to talk about
human rights violations, we have to say that this law, this economic blockade against Cuba, is the
first, the most flagrant violation of the human rights of the Cuban people. This law which tries to
destroy our thirty years of achievements has become a tightening rope around the necks of our
people, tightening the blockade and making life more difficult. If somebody is well known in Cuba,
it's Mr. Torricelli. He's on the lips of every Cuban because of what he's doing to our country. Those
who are concerned about human rights should ask the US government to lift the blockade. That's
the real violation of human rights in Cuba. Baragua!: What impact will the Torricelli Act have on
the Cuban people? Most of the trade with foreign subsidiaries of US companies that the bill bans
was in food and medicine. AF: That's true. It will create a more difficult situation in medicines and
in our public health policy. In our country, health care is free and we have made a great effort to
develop preventive health care. This Act will have a very negative impact. Secondly, by banning
ships from US ports that engage in trade with Cuba, it will create additional problems for us. What
do they want to do? They want to put the Cuban people on their knees. Baragua!: Will they succeed?
AF: Of course not. This law is one of the big mistakes of the US policy toward Cuba. The United
Nations, in November, overwhelmingly adopted Cuba's resolution condemning the US blockade.
The majority of the governments in Latin America have also condemned the Torricelli Act. The
extra-territorial aspects of this law affect even the closest allies of the US, and they have rejected
it. The US embassies around the world very strongly pressure any business that wants to invest
in or do business with Cuba. They pressure them openly. I don't know what kind of diplomacy
that is. For example, I have a letter from the US embassy in Switzerland pressuring an enterprise
there not to do business with Cuba. Baragua!: The New York Times once referred to the Chief of the
Cuban Interests Section as the loneliest man in Washington because of the refusal of the US to sit
and talk with him. What do you see as your role here? Do you think they'll talk to you? AF: I don't
know. I will meet with all those who are prepared to receive me and I will transfer the views of my
government, of the Cuban Revolution, to any people who receive me in this country. I think that
at the governmental level, it's difficult to get a meeting here. But I can assure you that I'm ready to
meet with any official who wants to talk and I will put forward my position. I think it's only fair to
give me the opportunity to put forward my position and to defend it. You know the press here is
very unfair in its coverage of Cuba. They are keeping people misinformed. I laugh every day when
I read the articles in the Miami press talking about the post-Castro era, and saying that they will
return and buy this and invest in that. That's nonsense. That's propaganda. They are trying to create
the image that our Revolution will fall. I think that's miserable. It's making fools out of the people in
Miami. It's quite cynical, really. They're telling lies every day. Baragua!: The US travel ban lets them
get away with that since so few can go to Cuba and see for themselves. AF: You are receiving a lot
of information that has been manipulated and I think it's quite dangerous that this propaganda is
the only thing that is reaching the US people. Even people in the US government believe what they
read in the press about Cuba and that's the most dangerous thing of all. That's why I try to explain
the Cuban position to everyone who wants to listen here in this country. It's only fair. It's not easy,
but I try to clearly explain how this information is distorted. If we have the opportunity to talk with
people here, I think we can clarify the situation. There was, for instance, absolutely no coverage
in this country of the concert in the Plaza of the Revolution on Dec. 30, where many thousands of
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Cuban young people came and asked Fidel to talk. They were dancing and full of enthusiasm, full of
life. They want to live and to go ahead. There wasn't a single story in the US press about that. And
what about the Cuban electoral process? I don't say that our democracy is perfect, but I do think that
it's better than the democracy in this country, frankly speaking. Baragua!: Can you explain the new
nominating process for the provincial and national delegates [for the elections held February 24]?
AF: In our case, no party proposes any candidates. There is no money spent on election campaigns.
We have created a national commission to propose candidates for the provincial and national
assemblies. This commission is made up of representatives of different mass organizations in Cuba.
That means the CDR's [Committees for the Defense of the Revolution], the student federation
[FEU], the women's federation [FMC], the trade unions [CTC], the farmers' organization [ANAP],
and so on. This creates a broad base for the proposal of candidates. Once these candidates are
proposed, they have to be nominated by the elected municipal assemblies in order to run. To be
elected, they must receive 50% plus one vote in direct and secret balloting. Where can you find
a process that is more democratic? In other countries, you see soldiers with rifles and bayonets
waiting for people to vote. Baragua!: In Cuba you have two children, two Pioneers [a children's
organization], stationed at every ballot box. AF: Yes, we have two Pioneers. I also think that the
great level of participation in the voting shows the amount of interest our people have in the
process. For us it is a challenge, because we are passing through a very difficult economic period
in our country. The impact is very great on our people. We have to ration all our food. We have to
distribute everything in our country on a basis of equality. I think that's also an example of real
democracy. It is a democracy where we have no rich. In fact, we can't understand a "democracy"
where you have rich people who have everything and poor people who have nothing at all. What
kind of democracy is that? Why does the US pressure us to learn that kind of democracy? That's
not our democracy. Baragua!: Sometimes even the solidarity activists look at the present situation
and ask, "Can Cuba survive?" AF: As I've often said, the Cuban Revolution, the Cuban people will
survive, even if we have to face more difficult moments. We will survive because our people are
working and making sacrifices to push our process ahead. I recently told a US journalist that he
can be sure that the Cuban people will survive and win. It is clear to us that we will win. We know
thousands of ways to survive, thousands of ways to win. We are working very hard with our Food
Plan and our people are working in the fields with enthusiasm. Tourism is also a priority and in 1992
we had a revenue of about $400 million from tourism. By 1995 we expect to receive a million tourists
a year. We're increasing the number of tourists as well as the amount of revenue. Thirdly, we are
working very hard in biotechnology and pharmaceutical production. We have a very strong base in
this area that we have built in the last thirty years. We have educated our people, trained scientists
and researchers, and developed health care. This is part of the success of the Cuban Revolution.
Baragua!: Will 1993 be the crucial year in terms of the "special period?" AF: We feel that we have
already touched the bottom. From now on, the situation will remain very difficult, but step by step,
we will find ourselves rising up. This is a crucial moment, as you said, and in this moment we are
preparing all the conditions for the future; all the conditions for victory.

-- End --
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